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A year of contrasts

is truly a year of contrasts. The start of the
growing season, following a very dry winter,
was marked by excess: excessively early, with

a particularly mild end to the winter; and excessively cold at the time of
the dreaded red moon at the end of April. The 3-day spell of frost was
the worst since 1991, but it did not have such widespread
consequences. The total production of the Margaux appellation will be
close to 50 000 hectolitres, which is certainly 25% lower than average,
but far from the disaster that has severely affected other winemaking
regions. The situation is extremely uneven geographically. The east of the
appellation was not affected and has even seen a good harvest in both
quality and quantity, while the west was severely affected in places, with
some plots losing all of their production. There was a significant
qualitative difference between plots affected by frost or not, and the
great wines of our appellation are all from plots that experienced a
harmonious vegetative phase. The 2017 Margaux wines have a beautiful
colour and a silky tannic texture. In their own style, they are in line with
the superb vintages made in the appellation since 2014.

Gonzague LURTON
President of the Syndicat Viticole de Margaux




Vintage 2017 - Deviation from the average - Margaux Weather Station

OENOLOGIST'S COMME
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And the vine... For those not affected by the frost, conditions were
favourable in all respects, with a significantly early start almost equal to
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Another notable phenomenon compahto 1991 was the flowering, uidér'superb conditions from mid-May, fast and uniform,
and similar to that of 2005. Otherwise the general climatic conditionsfin 2017 were close to those of 2001, with early ripening
on top. The wines are therefore balanced and fine, fresh and deeply coloured, with a subtle balance between power and delicacy.
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WINEGROWER'S COMMENTS

2017, THE YEAR OF LIVING DANGEROUSLY!

Ah, those years ending in “7”! It seems that you have to go back to 1947 to find a really good one! And, as if fate was
beating on the vineyard, one year to the day after having hit Burgundy, on 27 April 2016, the frost fell on the Bordeaux
vineyard, on the night of 26-27 April and then again on the night of 27-28 April 2017.

Over these 2 terrible nights, almost half of the vineyard was affected by this frost, the most violent since 1991. The Margaux
appellation, less severely affected than the region as a whole, was not totally spared.

But then, as if to compensate for this sad episode, there
followed a particularly favourable climate for the
development of a fine vintage: May and June with
higher than average temperatures and a complete
absence of rain, which favoured a fast and particularly
uniform flowering. The vine built up a good head start
over these 2 months.

The fine weather, after a rainy spell at the end of June that allowed the soil to build up water reserves for the summer,
continued in July giving way to a relatively dry and cool August. The cool nights in August were favourable for the development
of aromas. And, as if to compensate for the spring frost, as if the vines were communicating with each other, as if nature
imposed its own language inaccessible to man, it was calmly observed that the vineyards not affected by the frost came to
harvest with real quantity and very well balanced in most cases.

As with the fruit trees, the vines spared by frost were generous and good, providing very nice, perfectly uniform fruit at the
beginning of September.

After a light rainy spell in early September (72 mm in 10 days) the harvest could start around mid September with good, ripe,
healthy grapes. The very cool nights in September largely limited the risk of botrytis. The harvest ended with the Cabernet
Sauvignons in the first half of October.

So, among the vineyards spared by those terrible nights in April, there are some very good successes in 2017 in the Margaux
appellation and for some of these properties, they have had their best vintage ending in “7” since 1947!

Edouard Miailhe

Director of Chateau Siran
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